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Chriftian Hiftory , 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 
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Accounts of the Revertnd Mr. Whitefield continued. 


N Sunday Morning at eight o’Clotk, his Congrega- 
tion confifted of about fifteen Hundred People : But 
at Night feveral Thoufands came together to hear 
him ; and thePlace being too ftrait for them »many 

were forced to go away, and fome (’tis faid) with Tears la- 
mented their Difappointment. After Sermon he left New- 
York at Ten at Night, to fulfil a Promife that he had made 
to preach at Elizabeth Town, at 11 A. M. the next Day. 

Mr. Whitefield was born at Glouceffer (‘tis Taid) in the 
Month of December, 1714. He obferves in his Fournal,that 
he was baptized at the Font of one of the Churches in that 
City, on the 25th Day of thet Month. He was bred up in 
the Bofom of the Church of England, and educated at el 
ford. There he commenced Barchelor of Arts. He was 
ordained Prief#; according to the Orders of the Church of 
England, on the 14th of ‘January laft, which was a all as 
foon as it could be, by the Canons of the Church, he being 
then but little more than twenty-four Years old. He isaMan 
ofa middle Stature, of a flender Body, of a fairCompiexion, 


| andof a comely Appearance. He is of a ff rghtly chearful 


> Temper, aéts and moves with great Agility and Life. The 
| Endowtnents of his Mind are very uncommon ; his Wit is 
© quick and peircine ; his Imagination lively and florid ; and 
_ as farasI can dikcorn. both are under the DireGtion of an 


£ 6exact and folid Judgment. He has a moft ready Memory, 


| andI think, {peaks entirely without Notes. He basa clear 
© and mufical Voice, and a wonderful Command of it. He 


wes much Geftute, but with great Propriety . Every Accent 
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of his Voice, every Motion of his Body, /peaks, and both are 
natural and unafteéted. If his Delivery is the Produ@ «: 
Art, "tis certainly the Perfeétion of it, for it is entirely con- 
cealed. He has a great Maftery of Words, but ftudies macs 
Plainne/s of Speech. 

His Doérine is right STERLING, [I mean, per. 
fectly agreeable to the Articles of the Church of En. 
land, to which he frequently appeals for the Truth of » 
He loudly proclaims all Men by Nature to be under Sin anj 
obnoxious to the Wrath and Curfe of God. He maintain. 
the ab/olute Neceffity of fupernatural Grace, to bring Men ovr 
of this State. He afferts the Righteou/ne/s of Chriff to be the 
alone Caufe of the Juftification of a Sinner ; that this is re. 
ceived by Faith , that this Faith is the Gift of God ; thy 
whereFaith is wrought,it brings the Sinner under the deeped 
Senfe of his Guilt and Unworthinefs to the Footftool of So. 
vereign Grace, to accept of Mercy, as the free Gift of Gos, 
only for Chrift’s Sake. He denies that gooa /Vorks have an: 
Share in our Ju/iification ; That indeed they do ju/fify a 
Faith, and necefJarily Aow from it, as Streams from theF our. 
tain; but Chri?’s external Righteou/ne/s imputed to us, ani 
his inberent Righteou/ne/s wrought in us, is the only Caule of 
Man’s Salvation. He afferts the ab/olute Necejfity of the 
New-Birth ; where a Principle of new Life is ingenerated « 
the Heart of Man, and an entire Change is produced in the 
Temper and Diipotition of the Soul : That this mew Prods. 
tion is fulely the Work of God’s bleficd Spirit. The 
wherever it is wrought, it is a permanent and abidin 

Principle, and that the Gates of Hell fhall never pre 
vail againft it. He afferts, That the Special Infiuence and /s 
dwelling of the Spirit, was not peculiar to the firftCéri fran 

but that it is the commonPriviledge of Believers, in all Age 
of the Church. ‘That the fdoly Spirit is the Author of th 
Sanctification & Comfort of allGod’sPeople. And that eve 
in thefe Days, if any Man hath not the Spirit of Chri/i, he 

none of his. ‘That to many of his Hearers,he fear’d he {pat 
in anunknownToncue. He acknowledged that he preac! 
ed great Ah feria, but trucChriftians knew what he mea" 


and that all lis Hearers muft be broughe to underftand thee 
fever thev aretaved. | hefe are fome of thofe Do@rines 
en attended with fuch michrv Power in this Cot 


wthe Doctrine of the Cowrcd of Engiand Th: 
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Faith of it’s Martyrs ' This they feated with heir Phoes 
Notwithftanding that fo many in our Days have ve; arted 
trom it. 
He {peaks much the Language of the New-Teflamenr , 
and has an adavirable Faculty in explaining the Scriptures. 
He ftrikes out of them fuch Lights and waves thofe Excetlen | 
cies which farprize his Hearers, when he expounds them 
He exprefles the higheft Love and Concern for the Souls of 
Men; and fpeaks of Chrift with the molt affectionate Ap 
propriation.---My Mfaffer!’ My Lord’ Hi no Enemy 
to the innocent Freedoms andLiberties of the Golpel. Nor : 
affects Singularity in indifferent Things. He {pends not his 
Z.al in Trifles: he fays, the Kingdom of GOD contifts oor 
in Meats and Drinks, but in Righteow/ne!) and Peace, and ‘ 
Fey in the Holy Ghoft. He Breathes a moitCar! k Spirit ! ‘i 
He Prays moft earneftly, That God woul! deftroy all th 
Bigetry and Party Zeal, that has dividedChrittias at 
pofes fome of Chrift’s Flock are to be found under ev 
nomination. He upbraids the Uncharits eis of t a, 
confine the Church to their ownComm: He 
a moft fincere Love to all them that love « rd | ( i 
io Sincerity. He declares, that he has no Delwn ton ‘ * 
Party in Religion. That his whole View in Preaching t 
Gofpel isto br ing Men te Cari i, to deiver them from theit 
fale Confidences, to raife them from their dead Fore 
to revive primitive Chriftianity amonz them , and it | 
obtain this End he will leave them to thew Liberty, and + 
go to what Church, and worfhip God in what | 
cy hike beft.’’ 


This Account of Mr. Whitefeld excited an carne DD 


many pious People among us, to fee and hear | 
Hut we were inform’'d foon after,of his having prea 
lumes at New-Jore, & at feveral Places in bu Return uw P 
adeiphra of his arriving there, Now. 2 2 preaching tw ’ 
Dav in the Church to croudedAflemblies of P >: & ; 
at hisFarewell Sermon Nev. 28.4 Multitude ; ited at not 
ty than Ten Theu/and, attended in the | atnext Day 
eft the City to pafs thro’ Maryland, J irpinea, N 


Carsiina to Geerria. 
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After this we had a brief Account, of his \| travelling and 
preaching thro’ thofe Countries, and beginning the Orsphan- 
Houle at Savannah in Georgia. 


In 


"Tew ssae 





\| The following hiftoricalPaflage relating to theOccafion, 
&c. of his Itinerancy, extracted from a Letter of his to the 
Rev. Mr. Church, Prebendary of St. Pauls, London, we think 
proper to inferthere, wz. 

«© | with every Non-re/ident Minifter inEngland could give 
** as good an Account of their Non-Refidence as I of my 
‘ Abfence from Savannah.---To fatisfy you Rev. Sir, I wilt 
** acquaint you with the whole--- When I firlt went abroad, 
*< I was appointed to be Minifter of Frederica---Bat upon 
«¢ my Arrival in Georgia, finding there was no Minifter at 
*+ Savannah, and no Place of Worthip at Frederica ; by the 
«* Advice of Magiltrates and People, [ continued at Savar- 
na) teachinz publickly and from Houfe to Houfe, and 
** catechiung the Children Day by Day, during the whole 
‘¢ Time of my Continuance at Georgia ; except about a 
Fortnight, in which I went to Frederica, to vilit the Peo- 
ple, and to fee about building a Caurch, for which | had 
given fifiy Pounds out of fume Vioney [ had collected, and 
of which [ have given the public an Account. In about 
four Months I came over to England, (» receive Pricit’s 
*¢ Orders, and collect Money for building an Orphan- 
“¢ Houle -- \t the Requeft of many, the honourable Truttees 
“© prefented me to the Living of Savannah. I accepted it, 
‘¢ but refufed the Stipend of Fifty Pounds per Annum,which 
they generoufly offered me.---Neither did I put them to 
any Ex>ence during myStay in England, where I thought 
“© it my Duty to abice ’till I had colleéted a fufficient Sum 
‘* wherewith to begin anOrphan-Houfe ; tho’ I fhould have 
“* left Englind fooner, had I not been prevented by the Em- 
birgo. However I was more eafy, becaufe the honourable 
Truftees, I knew had fent over another Minifter fcon 
after I Jeft the Colony.---Upon my fecond Arrival at 
‘© Georgia, finding the Cafe of the Orphan-Houfe, and 
** the Cafe of the Parifh too great a Tafk fur me, I imme: 
diately wrote over to the hunourable Truftees to provide 
** auviLer Miner, 
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In April 1740, we had an Account of his Arrival again 
at Philadelphia, of his preaching there and in the neighbour- 
ing Places, when theCongregations were greatly affected, of 
his fetting out for New-York, and his intending to return 
from thence to Philadelphia, and thence to Georgia, before 
he came toBo/fon ; where he defigned God willing to be in 
‘July or Augu/t. 

An Account of the Fruits of his fervent Miniftry in thefe 
Places, we had in a Letter of his to a Friend in England, 
dated at the City of New-Brunfwick in New-Ferfey: as 
follows. 

‘ A Fortnight ago, after a fhort Paffage of ten Days I 
‘ landed at Penn/ylvania,and have had thePleafure of feeing 
and hearing that my poorEndeavours for promotingChrift’s 
Kingdom when bere Jaft were not in vain in the Lord. ---- 
I cannot well tell you how many come to me labouring un- 
der the deepeft Conviétions and feemingly truly defirous 
of finding Reft in Jefus Chrift, feveral have received him 
into their Hearts by Faith, and have not only Righteouf- 
nefs and Peace, but alfo Joy in the Holy Ghoft. 


annnf een Oe 





*¢ In the mean while as moft of my Parifhioners were in 
*¢ Debt or ready to leave the Colony forWant of being em- 
‘¢ ployed, and as I believed ere€ting an Orphan-Houfe, 
s* would be the beft Thing I cou’d do for them and their 
‘*« Pofterity, I thought it my Duty from Time to Time to 
** anfwer the Invitations that were fent me to preach Chrift 
‘© Jefus in feveral Parts of America, and to raife farther Col- 
‘¢ jection towards carrying ontheOrphanHoufe. TheLord 
‘© ftirred up many to be ready to diftribute & willinz to com- 
‘** municate on this Occafion. 1 always came home fur- 
*¢ nifhed with Provifions andMoney, moft of which was ex- 
‘© pended among the People,and by thisMeans the northern 
“* Part of theColony almoft entirely fubfifted for a confider- 
‘¢ able Time.---This was aflerted not very long ago before 
** the honourable Houfe of Commons.--And now Sir, judge 
** you, whether my Non-Refidence was any Thing like the 
‘© Non- Refidence of moft of the Engli/pClergy. WhenI was 
abfent from my Parifhioners, I was not loitering or living 
‘ at Eafe, but preaching Chrift Jefus and begging for them 
** and theirs &¢,” 
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© In fhort, the Word has runand been glorified---] daily 
* receive freth & moft importunate Invitations to preach in 
¢ all the Countries round about, &c. 

Some Weeks before his Arrival here came out a Sermon 
of the Rev. Mr. Smith of Charlcftown, South-Carolina, on the 
Charaéter and Preaching of Mr. Whitefield there, with a 
Preface by the Rev. Dr. Colman and Mr. Cooper of Boften ; 
from which we fhall extract fome Paflages. 


The PREFACE. 

*¢ The following Difcourfe was enclos’d to us by our dear 
Brother the worthy Author of it ; and we have read it with 
high Pleafure & Satisfaction. TheDefign is fufficiently inti- 
mated in theTitle-Page. It is indeed aSermon of an extraor- 
dinaryNature. To give, from the Pulpit, the perfonal and 
minifterial Character of a living Preacher,is very unufual, or, 
perhaps, altogether new. But /o is the Occafion----And the 
Difcourfe muft be look’d upon to be Apologetical rather than 
Encomiaflic. The manifeft Defign is to fupport the Cau/e 
by vindicating the AZan ; not a private and party Caufe, but 
that of primitive Piety and catholic Chriftianity ; the Caufe of 
Coriff and Truth, if the peculiar Doétrines of the Gofpel the 
aflerting and clearing whereof was the Glory of the Reforma- 
tion, may be fo called : A Caufe this in which Zeal is cer- 
tainly a Virtue ! 

As to the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, the Perfon refer’d to 
and nam’d, He is the Wonder of the Age ; and no oneMan 
more employs the Pens, and fills up the Converfation of Peo- 
ple, than he does at this Day : None more admir’d and ap- 
plauded by fome, contemn’d and reproach’d by others : The 
common Lot of the moft excellent Men the World has ever 


had to fhow ' 


While fo many others are fpeaking and publifhing their 
Sentiments concerning him with allFreedom,Mr. Smith tho’t 
himfelf not precluded. He has had as much Opportunity as 
moft, to inform himfelf concerning Mr.Whitefield’s Doétrine, 
Manner of Life, Purpofe, Faith, Charity, Long-fuffering, 
Patience, Perfecutions, and Affictions which have come unto 
him: And what he has feen and heard, that declares be unto 
us ; and we receive his Teftimony, becaufe we know him to 
be a Gentleman of good Senfe and ftri€t Veracity ; and alfo 
free from enthufiaftick Impreffions, unlets ferious Religion and 
experimenta!Piety are fo call’d,as we have melancholyOcca- 


fron, 








ver 


eit 
10’t 
y a5 
Ine, 
NG y 
unto 
unto 
n to 
alfo 
and 
cca- 
on, 


Accounts of ibe Reverend Mr. Whitefield. 367 


fion to obferve they often are. ‘There appear to us plain 
Marks of Sincerity andImpartiality in the followingAccount. 
And the fame Things have been reported to us by other 
ReverendBrethren, of the hke Character, whom 'we know 
and correfpend with, in Places which Mr. Whitefield has vi- 
fited and preached in. 

And as to his Thoughts refpecting the Views of Providence 
in raifing up Men of this Stamp and Spirit in our Day, he ex- 
pretles them with great Modefty and Caution, and we can’t 
but apprehend they are countenanced from Scripture, Reafon, 
and Obfervation. 

When God is about to carry on SalvationWerk with any 
remarkable Succefs, he will raife up fuitable Inftruments to 
work by. He will form and fpiritMen for great and extraor- 
dinary Undertakings, when he has any great and extraordi- 
nary Purpofes to ferve. 

‘Thus when God’s Time for that great and good Work of 
building the fecond Temple was come, ‘fo/hua and others were 
animated to undertake it ; and though they were Aden wen- 
dred at, for the Warmth of their Zeal and the Boldnefs of 
their Enterprize ; that in the Face of fo many Oppofers and 
Difficulties, they fhould undertake to rebuild the Holy City 
and the Temple ; yet they were raifed above all Difcourage- 
ments, and ftood firm againft all Oppofition, being 
fortified with a fpecial Promife of the Ade/iah, in whofe 
Strength, and by whofe Influence, they fhould be fuccefsfully 
carried on ia their Work. Hearnow, O ‘Jofnua the High 
Pricft, Thou and thy Fellows that fit before thee ; for they are 
Men wondred at: For I will bring forth my Servani the 
BRANCH. Behold, the Stone that I bave laid before 
Jofhua: Upon one Stone fhall be feven Eyes. 1 wiil engrave 
the Engraving thereof, faith the Lord of Hofis ; and I will re- 
move ihe Iniquity of that Land in one Day.* 

So when the Go/pel Church was to be fet up in the World, 
and the Gentile Nations to be converted to the Knowledge 
and Faith of Jefus, a dozen poor illiterate Fifhermen, were 
endued with Power from onHigh, and fent forth to chen Alten’s 
Eyes, to turn them from Darkne/s to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God. And in them was fulfilied that 
which is written, { Out of the Alouth of Babes and Sucklings 





> Ze h. Ul 3.0. 1 Pial. Vil 
Left 


4 








368 Accounts of the Reverend Mr. Whitefield. 


haft thou ordained Strength, becaufe of thine Enemies ; that 
theu mighteft (till the Enemy and the Avenger. 

And when the Church was overfpread with Popifh Dark- 
nefs, Superftition and Idolatry, and the Remith Tyranny was 
at it’s very Heighth*, it pleafed God to inlighten fome Ec- 
clefiafticks gradually in theKnowledge of his Truth, and then 
animate and affift them to lay open the Errors and Corrup- 
tions of Popery, and boldly to affert and maiatain the pure 
Truths of the Gofpel. Of this Number were Zuinctius 
in Switzerland, and LUTHER in Germany : Names that will 
be had in everla/ting Remembrance in the Records of the 
Church. 

The refolute Oppofition that was made againft them, and 
the Contempt that was pour’d upon them, inftead of cooling 
inflam’d their Courage. The further Search they made into 
theDepth of thofeCorruptions that had overfpread theChurch 
the more Light ftill broke in upon them. They found its 
Doétrines poifon’d with Herefy, and its Worfhip corrupted 
with Superftition and Idolatry ; and Chriffianity grown very 
like to Paganifm. Under this Conviétion they loudly call’d 
upon all that had any Concern for their Souls to go out of 
Babylon, as they would not be Partakers of her Plagues. And 
Multitudes of People were influenced by their Preaching and 
Writing, to renounce the Roman Doétrines and Superftiti- 
ons; and many of the Princes of Europe too were inclin’dto 
favour and fall in with the REFORMATION. 

As for Lu'rmer in particular, he was a wondrous Man, 
and the almighty Power of God was eminently manifefted in 
him. When he firft appear’d, ** What could be expected 
from a poor Fryar, creeping out of a Cloiffer? He wasad- 
vis’d by his Friends to get into his Cell again, and to ply his 
Prayers, and not venture upon fo hazardous an Undertaking 
as to preach againft the Pope,or attempt fo impoffible a Work 
| as the Reformation.’ But, not by Might, nor Power, but by 
| my Spirit, faith theLord =, --- This fingle inconfiderable 

Vian was more than a Match for the Powers of Rome, and 
was inftrumental to produce one of the greateft Changes the 
World has ever had to marvel at. 

(The Remainder in our next.) 








* In the 16th Century 





